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Library Usage Stats, May 2022

Physical Items Borrowed 3856

Hoopla Items Borrowed 690

cloudLibrary Items Borrowed 400

Website Visits 1347

Event Attendance 117

Door Count 1,081

● Summer Reading Program 2022: We’ve unveiled our Summer Reading 2022 Program with a complete list of

events. You can find a list of all of those events at https://gardinerpubliclibrary.org/events or through our

Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/GardinerPublicLibrary/events. The Summer Reading Program is

historically the busiest time of year at the library, both in terms of items borrowed and people visiting the library.

Please share our many great events with everyone! We are excited to welcome everyone back to the library this

summer.

● Digital Library: Over at https://gardinerpubliclibrary.org/digitallibrary/ we have added Comics Plus, which

provides access to thousands of digital comics, graphic novels, and manga. All titles are available 24 hours a day,

7 days a week for offline reading- no waiting on holds lists! Please share our Digital Library offerings with your

community members…the Digital Library is a great way for our community members to use the library without

having to actually visit us.

● Library Building: With the rise in temperatures comes the switch from heating the building to cooling the

building. WH Demmons had to come out multiple times to adjust the schedule of our cooling units and also to

repair some faulty parts. This was fixed and we should be all set for the summer. There will be some minor repair

work happening with the boiler and the heat pump unit on the roof over the next few months. This work was

approved by Gardiner Library Association Building Committee Chair Al Godfrey.

● Grants: The Gardiner Library Association received a $250 grant from the Healthy Communities of the Capital

Area LGBTQ+ YeSS program to support teen programs at the library during the summer of 2022.

● Continuing Education: In early May I took part in a training on “How to Build Welcoming & Inclusive Libraries”. In

late May 2022 I attended the Maine Library Association Conference. I learned a lot about programs & services

offered by the Maine State Library and Maine InfoNet. I also presented on how it was to work in libraries outside

of the USA.

● Budget FY22-23: The library budget request I have proposed is up $31,822 or +6.36% and after a few weeks of

discussions with City Council the budget has moved to its first reading on June 1, 2022. As far as I know nothing

has been cut from my original proposal. The increases are mostly due to proposed increases in wages and

benefits, but I have also proposed server room upgrades, added book processing supplies ($4K), and reinstating

the prior year book fund by increasing it by $7K.

● Partner Towns/Town Meetings: I have been preparing for two upcoming town meetings (Farmingdale on June

16, Litchfield on June 18) as well as a meeting with the Selectboard of Randolph on June 21. Please get the word

out to residents in those partner towns to be at the town meetings and to support our library!

● Growing Gardiner Festival: The library will participate in the June 18 Growing Gardiner Festival being planned by

Councilor Kathy Brown. The library will host a plant sale (benefitting the Gardiner Library Association), a series of

talks centered around local history, gardens, foraging, and mushrooms, and puppet show & puppet making craft.

Please come to this event if you can! Events at the library start at 8:30am and run until 2pm.
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